Pheochromocytoma presenting as massive hemoptysis and acute respiratory failure.
Massive hemoptysis, an extremely life-threatening condition with a high mortality, requires prompt diagnosis. Pheochromocytoma describes various clinical manifestations attributable to the excessive secretion of catecholamine by the tumor, however the disease is not typically included the differential diagnoses of massive hemoptysis. We describe a case of a 33-year-old man with acute respiratory failure due to cardiovascular crisis and massive hemoptysis as a presenting symptom of pheochromocytoma. Failure to recognize massive hemoptysis as a presenting symptom of pheochromocytoma could miss the diagnosis and a risk a catastrophic outcome. Therefore, massive hemoptysis should be considered as a possible presenting symptom of pheochromocytoma, especially in patients with severe paroxysmal hypertension.